HAPPENINGS IN THE CHURCH



By Dr. Riley B. Case



HEADING TOWARD GENERAL CONFERENCE
   During the next month (as we approach General Conference) the Confessing Movement Happenings articles will be sent several times each week.  These articles will deal with the issues before General Conference and written from the evangelical perspective.  They will also be posted on the Confessing Movement web page (confessingumc.org).  On the web page link to News of the Day.  Responses will also be welcomed for the web page.  Other questions or comments can be sent to the Confessing Movement office.  
     Proposed legislation to the General Conference has been submitted by annual conferences, boards and agencies of the church, local churches, and individual United Methodists.  It is the United Methodist understanding of democracy that any church member can submit legislation.   The petitions (legislation) are then assigned to a committee for review before being recommended (or not recommended) to the whole conference.  Nearly 1,600 petitions have been submitted and assigned to thirteen different legislative groups (this does not count identical petitions).  The nearly 1,000 delegates are divided among the thirteen groups.  Most of the first week of the conference, which is being held at Fort Worth, Texas, April 23 to May 2, will be given to the legislative groups.  Persons who have concerns about any of the legislation should contact the delegates from their conference who are assigned to each group. 
      This article will deal with some of the legislation of interest to evangelicals which has been assigned to Legislative Group #1, Church and Society 1.
Proposed Changes to the Discipline 

…From Church and Society.  Add statement on Stewardship and Global Warming.

…Add a statement basically opposing bottled water (West Michigan).

…Reconcile science and the Bible.

…On poverty (from Norway).

…On poverty (from a conservative point of view) which promotes asset building.

…Treating foreign employees with fairness (from Norway)

…Christian Social Engagement (be Christian in our actions)

…Eliminate slavery in the world.

…Take the national flags out of the sanctuary.
…Affirm voluntary prayer in the schools.

…Take out references to just war so that the church’s stand rejects all violence.
(several somewhat similar petitions).  If passed our official statement would not allow war or violence under any circumstances, making us basically a pacifist denomination.
…New Social Creed.  From Church and Society.   The new Social Creed would be shorter.  This new creed (more of a worship litany really than a “creed”), in keeping with Church and Society philosophy omits references to the right of property and also to references to marriage and the family. 

…Instruct Church and Society to deal more with alcohol issues, the plight of persecuted Christians, advocate for personal holiness and other issues which are now being neglected.

…Oppose use of cypress mulch (Louisiana annual conference).

…Instruct Church and Society not to misuse apportioned funds.

…Create an ongoing general church-wide task force to deal with Global Warming.
…Create a Commission on Drugs and Alcohol (since Church and Society is not presently dealing with this issue).

Proposed Changes to the Book of Resolutions 
…Much of the legislation before Church and Society 1 that will go into The Book of Resolutions  has been submitted by the Board of Church and Society and the Board of Global Ministries.  The present Book of Resolutions is already encyclopedia-size (970 pages).   Much of the legislation is to revise or update current statements.  This is because resolutions not re-adopted or amended automatically are removed from The Book of Resolutions after eight years.  Additional resolutions have been assigned to other legislative groups.
    Recommended for deletion.  One that calls on all United Methodists to boycott USA Today and the Detroit Free Press (which most UMs did not realize we were supposed to be doing).  Two more that would call a halt to the boycotts of Taco Bell and Mt. Olive Pickle Company (because of their past sins).
     Resolutions not from the Board of Church and Society that might be identified as conservative would ask that we support our military by prayer, that we would ask for support for the US military, would ask that we recognize Israel’s right to exist and to defend itself, would address global warming,  would oppose divestment from Israel, support armed forces and veterans, oppose the linking of Israel and apartheid, recognize that the church has differing points of view on political and social matters, support democratic aspirations of Taiwan,  
    Liberal resolutions want self-determination for Puerto Rico, oppose teaching of Intelligent Design, condemn the Institute of Religion and Democracy, demand the US withdraw from Iraq immediately, keep space weapons free, reduce reliance on fossil fuels,
    New resolutions (Church and Society, Board of Global Ministries) would speak to genocide, resist hate (with mention of speaking on sexual orientation), oppose cluster bombs, oppose human rights violations in the Philippines, encourage training on global human rights, welcome migrants to the US.
    (there are many more resolutions than these)

